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Alex Swanston : The Atlas of Special Operations of World War II  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Atlas of Special Operations of World War II: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. More a sampler of special ops rather than a thorough account. 
Interesting as far as it goes.By lyndonbrechtI rate this book at 4 stars for interested readers and 3 stars for the general 
reader. It's fairly well-written and quite informative. I found it limited in several ways. Most importantly, coverage is 
incomplete For example, there's not anything, really, about the Japanese. Special operations might logically have 
included concepts like suicide boats and torpedoes, kamikaze campaigns. It might also have covered those Japanese 
subs that could carry a couple of aircraft. It could also have covered special ops by the Soviets, and more by the 
Germans.The book does offer interesting coverage of several parachute actions, such as the German paratroop assault 
on Crete and the Allied D-day paratroops. It's quite good on Crete, where the Germans prevailed but at the cost of 
7,000 paras killed in action.There's consideration of the Chindits, Merrill's marauders, frogmen, and some air actions 
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using weapons like the Tallboy bomb.It's an interesting read. It just isn't particularly inclusive, more a sampler.

As author Alex Swanston explains in his introduction, World War II was a truly global conflict, involving almost all 
nations in the struggle to stop the spread of totalitarianism. This meant that battles were fought in all climates and on 
all sorts of terrain. . . . Technology had also progressed, meaning that war could be fought under the surface of the sea 
or in the air 40,000 feet above. This unique scenario involving all aspects of the military meant that specialist units 
bloomed, using the rough ground or unique setting to their advantage.The Atlas of Special Operations of World War II 
covers special operations from all parts of the armed forces of the Second World War. From early Fallschirmjger raids 
to capture strategic targets to the massed airdrops of Operation Market Garden, from the low-level raids of the Dam 
Busters to small-scale Commando raids along the Norwegian coast, it covers the formation of specific units, explains 
why and how they were employed, and details the outcomes of their actions and how these operations affected the 
wider war. The raids, carried out by select and specially trained men and women of the Allied and Axis forces, are 
covered from the deserts of North Africa and the cold Balkan Mountains to the deep jungle of Burma and the vast 
openness of the Pacific Ocean.Featuring eighty photographs and more than one hundred maps detailing the operations, 
The Atlas of Special Operations of World War II is perfect for anyone who wants to see how the war was really 
foughtand won!Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Arcade imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for 
readers interested in history--books about World War II, the Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK 
assassination, conspiracies, the American Civil War, the American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings, ancient Rome, 
medieval times, the old West, and much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller 
or a national bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors whose 
work might not otherwise find a home.
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