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From Frances Lincoln : The Arctic: The Complete Story  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Arctic: The Complete Story: 

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The book reminds us of what the Arctic was like: its sceneryBy Mr 
M. SeversThis book is at once magnificent and horrifying. Having been to Svalbard two years ago on a photo safari I 
determined to go again before man made Arctic organic decrepitude, coupled with the rapid decrepitation of my own 
organism, reduce the wonders of this most glorious area to a stinking industrial wasteland for which every single one 
of us will share guilt.The book reminds us of what the Arctic was like: its scenery, its marine life and its birdlife before 
the collective greed of mankind condemned it and all of its creatures.Everyone who loves Polar Bears, or just loves the 
idea of Polar Bears, should read this wonderful book before immediately changing their lifestyle: and encouraging all 
their friends to do the same.No book to my knowledge has covered the Arctic in such depth or revealed, quite so 
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graphically, the ostrich like behaviourof politicians; British, American and, particularly, Russian.The book will make 
you cry and make you angry ... if it does it will have more than done its job.

The Arctic has recently become the subject of attention from both politicians concerned about the effects of climate 
change and tourists interested in its icy beauty. Richard Sale, one of the world's leading Arctic scholars and a 
professional glaciologist, presents readers with the culmination of a lifetime's work studying this region. With 500 
stunning photographs, this book is a valuable resource for anyone interested in this beautiful and little-known part of 
the world.

This book represents an extremely ambitious endeavor, namely the production of what is effectively a single-volume 
encyclopedia on the circumpolar Arctic. One has to admire the author's chutzpah in even attempting such a task; 
however, except in selected areas, the results are less than impressive. The illustrations undoubtedly represent one of 
the book's greatest strengths. It is profusely illustrated with superb photographs taken either by the author or by Per 
Michelsen. Very few coffee-table books on the Arctic can match this volume in terms of the quality of the 
photography. ...the strength of the text undoubtedly lies in its treatment of birds and mammals. But the wildlife 
enthusiast should be warned that this is not a field guide that would fit into an anorak pocket. It measures 9.5 x 12.1 x 
1.9 and weighs a little over 7 lbs! But even with its limitations, in view of its strengths this volume would be a useful 
addition to any library, especially school libraries, and to the home library of any family with an interest in Arctic 
wildlife. --ArcticThis lavishly produced and weighty tome is a remarkable publication covering all things polar. --
NaturalistAbout the AuthorRichard Sale is one of the world's leading Arctic scholars and explorers and a professional 
glaciologist. He has written widely on Polar history, exploration and wildlife and is the author of many books, 
including To the Ends of the Earth: The History of Polar Exploration which was the 2003 UK Outdoor Writers Guild 
Best Book on an Outdoor Theme, and The Gyrfalcon (Popatov and Sale), which was the US Wildlife Society's Book 
of the Year for 2006. 


