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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Best San Francisco Map for Tourist Local VisitorsBy Vicki 
HarrisBest San Francisco Map EVER! It has all the major San Francisco land marks, neighborhood districts, and 
tourist sights clearly displayed and have the names and an icon for that attraction on the map. It's easy to read and fold-
up again after it's been fully opened. They call it a pocket map, but it doesn't actually fit in your pocket. It's the same 
size as a traditional map, but much easier to read and work with. It's sturdy and can withstand wind rain, because of 
the nice laminating. It's great for travlers from both far and near. We are close to San Francisco and this map helps 
give me a visual lay-of-the-land, so I have an idea if I am on-course. With all of the traffic, one-way streets, hills it's 
conforting to have a little map preview of your route first. I have GPS on my car and phone, but they don't help you 
know or find the district by name. I also lose the GPS signal sometimes because of all of the skyscrapers that can 
block or interfere with the signal. What I love most about this map is it's durability and the easy to see and locate the 
historic, special interest, sight-seeing location icons.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Didn't use it 
because it wasn't handyBy Lindsay S.I really didn't find this map useful at all. The bus lines are not very clear, not sure 
if it's because they're all the same color or what. It also was bulky and springs open automatically. Sat a book on it for 
awhile, but it still wanted to spring open so I had to paper-clip it closed. I ended up using the free map sent in the mail 
by the Alcatraz cruise people. It was VERY useful, folded nicely, squeezed into my back pocket, etc. The laminated 
one here on SEEMS like it would be better, but when put to use it's not as practical as the regular paper ones. The 
Alcatraz-issued map also had separate close-up maps of the Wharf and Union Square, with restaurants and shops listed 
even. So, if you purchase Alcatraz tickets and have them mailed to you, don't toss out that map!34 of 35 people found 
the following review helpful. By far the best San Francisco map for your pocket or bagBy G. M. MatthewsI have 
about 5 of these, so no matter where I am, I can find one or have one to loan out. They are simply great maps of San 
Francisco. There are certainly maps with more detail, but Streetwise has engineered to put more information in a small 
space than you can imagine.And the more you look, the more you realize is there. I wanted parking in downtown, and 
lo and behold on the downtown inset, parking garages are shown. If you know anything about San Francisco, the icons 
on the map give you references and make it very easy to better see context. The text is easy to read. We abuse these to 
death and none of them have complained or gotten rough around the edge yet. My only complaint is I wish it covered 
a larger area, but it does exactly what it's supposed to - it covers the 49 square mile area called San Francisco.All of 
the tourist attractions are on the map. All of the main landmarks are on the map. All of the streets and street directions 
and MUNI and Cable Cars are on the map. You can hold it in the car and actually read it, which you can't do with any 
paper map on the planet. It shows so much more context than Maps on my iPhone because you can see the whole city 
at a glance. Well, half at a time. It's split between the north and south half of the city on the two sides of trifold plastic 
sheets.If you're looking for a map of SF that you can carry with you always, this is the one. You will want other 
resources, possibly guidebooks if you are a tourist, the Not For Tourist Guide if you live in the City as I do, and 
possibly better paper maps when you really want to see detail around the kitchen table, and Google Earth and it's street 
level views which allow you to walk around if you are sitting in front of a computer. But this map is the one I use 95% 
of the time, and I has never let me down.

Folded, laminated, indexed, street map of San Francisco, showing all streets, parks, and public transportation at a scale 
of 1:30,000. Legend includes cultural sites, hotels, places of interest, and more. Also provides insets for 
Chinatown/Union Square and the regional Bay Area. Legend is in English.

'Don't leave home without STREETWISE.' --The New York Times 'STREETWISE is an absolute travel essential.' --
Travel + Leisure Magazine 'In a strange city, your sense of direction is only as good as the map in your hands. The 
best maps to carry are published by STREETWISE.' --Chicago Daily HeraldAbout the AuthorSTREETWISE is the 
first map to be designed with modern graphics and is the originator of the laminated, accordion-fold map format. We 
ve set the standard that every map company has imitated but never duplicated. Our mission is to make you feel 
comfortable, to make you feel safe in a place where you ve never been before and to enable you to experience a 
familiar place more fully.The company was founded in 1984 by Michael Brown, who had been in international 
publishing for many years, setting up subsidiaries for textbook publishers. In the 1970 s, Brown traveled extensively 
throughout Africa, India, the Middle East and Southeast Asia. Brown would take a large paper map, cut out the city 
center, folded it up and slip it into his pocket, thus preventing him from looking like a tourist in areas where discretion 
is the better part of travel. This was his tool for surviving.After many years on the road, Brown settled back in New 
York and decided to start his own business, based on the adaptations he had made to maps in his travels. His goal was 
to give someone the ability to navigate easily in unfamiliar terrain.He started with a new map format: the accordion 
fold. Such a simple idea, but at the time it was revolutionary. No more struggling to fold an awkward, oversized paper 
map. This new format would enable the user to blend in like a native, instead of stick out like a tourist. Brown then 
added lamination to ensure that the map would be a lasting tool.More important than the format was the design of the 



map itself. It had to be a map that not only succeeded above and beyond any map he had used, but was esthetically 
appealing as well. The look of it had to be as striking as the functionality. Color was introduced in a way that was 
never seen before in a map - vivid purple for water, soothing gray for the background of street grids, gold to highlight 
elements of the map. Clarity, conciseness and convenience in a very stylish package.Building the business was a 24 
hour job. Brown sold the maps during the day, zipping around Manhattan making deliveries on his Harley Davidson. 
At night he packed the orders and did the design work. More titles were added, each title requiring months of research 
and design.Today, STREETWISE produces over 130 titles for major destinations, regions and countries throughout 
the United States, Canada, Mexico, Australia, Europe, the United Kingdom and Asia. We have grown from the back of 
a motorcycle to selling millions of maps around the world.Yet each title is still painstakingly researched and updated. 
STREETWISE is one of the only, if not THE only map company that conducts research by walking or driving an area 
to ensure accuracy. After all, what good is the map if what you hold in your hands doesn t match what you see on the 
street sign? This lengthy fact checking results in superior accuracy; in effect, we ve done the work, now you have the 
adventure.In the end, it s not about the map, it s about getting out and finding your own authentic experience wherever 
you go. It s about being in a city or a region and discovering things that you never thought you would find. You can do 
this if you have confidence and you have confidence if you have a great map. STREETWISE is the great map that you 
need. 


