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Doug Henwood : State of the U.S.A. Atlas  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised State of the U.S.A. Atlas: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The US at a GlanceBy CustomerThis book presents a graphical 
portrait of US demographics and political issues in the 1990s. Specific topics covered include population, immigration, 
manufacturing, the environment, labor, income, taxes, health, marriage, literacy, gay rights, crime, punishment, 
religion, and military spending. The main portion of the book is organized into two-page spreads, consisting of a color-
coded map of the US adorned with graphical symbols showing where the topic under discussion is widespread or 
highly popular. On the margins of the pages are further graphical representations of related subtopics, and the legends 
for the main maps (which can sometimes be hard to find). Following the map section is a shorter section of tables, 
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summarizing the same data from the maps state-by-state in numerical form. The last quarter of the book is devoted to 
presenting notes and sources in a manner similar to an annotated bibliography, where the order of presentation 
corresponds to the topics found in the map section.The graphical presentation of information in this book is very 
creative as well as highly informative. Readers can learn a tremendous amount of information about the culture of the 
US through studying these maps, and have much to discuss. (For this reason, the book would make an excellent 
background text for an intermediate or advanced ESL discussion course.) With the 2004 election on my mind, I kept 
looking for patterns in this book that would correlate with the infamous red and blue states. No, the distribution of 
personal income, taxes, and health do not correlate at all with the old red and blue. There is one map that is close, the 
one showing states with civil rights laws for gays. From this matching, we can surmise that it was indeed the liberals 
who voted against Bush in the 2004 election. It would have been much more fun to find some more correlations, say in 
the area of literacy or crime, but that's all there is. In general, the book, while slightly dated at this point, is very well 
designed, and well worth reading.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Political Education Made Fun and 
EasyBy kristine wongIn this modern day and age, many people often say they don't have enough time to keep up on 
current affairs and political issues and crises facing the United States.Though the State of the USA Atlas is no sure-fire 
substitute to keeping oneself informed of fast-breaking statistics and trends on any number of issues, it provides a way 
to educate oneself about the state of the nation in a fun, easy fashion, and lets you know why we can't afford to be 
ignorant about what's happening to people across our country.The atlas contains a series of 34 maps of the US, each 
map highlighting a different sociopolitical issue, such as ethnic diversity, education, immigration, farming, global 
trade, poverty, health care, gay and lesbian rights, AIDS, campaign financing, and religion, as well as incarceration 
and execution rates.I liked this atlas because it is accessible to readers from a variety of ages, as well as levels of 
experience and understanding, whether the one is a elementary school student, or one with a more sophisticated 
understanding of the issues. But even if you think you know it all, this book shows you that you probably don't...The 
use of color and graphics in the mapped presentation of the information is so effective that one is drawn into an 
overview of the information in a way that could not be conveyed in a newspaper or journal article. I've used these 
maps in teach-ins, classes, and workshops, and found them to be very eye-catching and popular with audiences of all 
ages and backgrounds.Everyone will learn something new through poring over these maps. For those with no 
background on the issue, each atlas has an accompanying explanation/commentary that summarizes the factors that 
contribute to different socioeconomic conditions. Most maps also provide a global context by offering the 
corresponding statistics from various nations around the world. Of course, statistics from each of the 50 states are 
included as well.This book is similar to the State of the Earth atlas, which offers a look at these issues on a global 
level, broken down by country. I can't recommend these atlases enough.However, the main drawback of The State of 
the USA is that the information has become outdated. As it was published in 1994, anyone can guess that the exact 
stats are already inaccurate. However, this does not invalidate or undercut its use. When using the book in conjunction 
with current data sources, as well as a healthy dose of alternative media sources with the stories of people facing these 
issues on a daily basis, one can gain an enormous amount of knowledge about any given issue from one map alone.3 
of 3 people found the following review helpful. A Solid Social Analysis Book Needing UpdatingBy C. JannuziIt 
always strikes me how American intellectuals--especially those involved in trying to shape foreign policy--analyze 
other countries and cultures without knowing much about their own oddball country. For example, a frequent 
American criticism of Japan is that Japan does not in some way fit with universal, western or commonly held beliefs 
and customs, and this causes Japan's frictions with the rest of the world. Yet any analysis of the US comes up square 
against the fact that it is often the US that is really socially 'out' there--especially when you start to compare and 
contrast the US with other OECD countries.Henwood's 'The State of the USA Atlas' should be required 
reading/viewing at all high schools and universities. It would be the beginning of true geographical and social literacy 
in the US. Every two pages presents a full color map that provides a snapshot of a particular issue, the issues are 
grouped in themed units.

Here is a fascinating, completely up-to-date reference guide that illustrates, demographically and geographically, the 
facts behind America's most closely watched and hotly argued issues, bringing the condition of our nation into sharp 
focus. 34 four-color maps, inset maps, and charts.


