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Diana Untermeyer : Qatar: Sand, Sea and Sky  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Qatar: Sand, Sea and Sky: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Dream and learn....By ArmchairexplorerQatar: Sand, Sea and Sky 
captures a vibrant desert kingdom on the cusp of change. The text and pictures show both old and new Qatar.The 
images are all the more gripping because "new Qatar" dates only to 1996.The author, Diana Untermeyer, had the 
unique perspectives that come from being an accomplished horsewoman who participated in Qatari endurance races, 
and also the wife of the US Ambassador to Qatar.Don't miss this!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
ReviewBy Kathleen C. MooreAn amazing book written with such understanding and appreciation of the people and 
country. I travelled to Doha November 2013 and first saw the book in the Islamic Museum of Art. It stuck in my mind 
and became my Christmas present of choice to my closest friends.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
EntrancingBy John HilgenbergI was entranced by this beautifully designed, illustrated, and written portrait of a 
country most of us have never thought of visiting. Perhaps some readers will now aspire to make that visit. I was there 
briefly in 1968, when Doha was a dusty backwater, and thanks to this book, long to see it again today.

Qatar occupies a thumb of land that extends off the Arabian Peninsula into the Persian Gulf. This nation, though small 
in size, represents more than a strategic geographical location-it is uniquely beautiful and culturally rich. Qatar: Sand, 
Sea and Sky is an overview of the country and its journey into modernity while it preserves the duality of its culture as 
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a desert by the sea. Stunning photography pairs with informative and personal text by the wife of the most recent 
United States ambassador to Qatar to give Westerners traveling to Qatar on business or for World Cup preparations an 
inside understanding of this moderate Muslim country and the way it attempts to become modern and engaged with 
the world without losing its heritage. It includes an introduction by Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al-
Thani, current chair of the Qatari Foundation Reach Out to Asia and daughter of Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, 
the current Emir of Qatar.

About the AuthorDiana Untermeyer worked in the White House during the George H. W. Bush administration and at 
the Christ Church Cathedral in Houston before moving to Qatar as the ambassador's wife. There she forged strong 
relationships with the ruling family through their mutual love of horses. This book is endorsed by many of the major 
institutions affiliated with Qatar. 


