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East End/East Liberty Historical Society : Pittsburgh's East Liberty Valley (Images of America: Pennsylvania) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Pittsburgh's East 
Liberty Valley (Images of America: Pennsylvania): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Interesting historical perspective of Pittsburgh's wealthier Second 
City before Urban Renewal crashed it.By LegalBeagleA fascinating historical perspective of what was once 
Pittsburgh's thriving second business center and the many wealthy people who lived there. Along with those people 
were professionals such as doctors, lawyers, architechs and the famous such as Frick, Carnegie, Mellon etc.It was an 
area of Pittsburgh which enjoyed many restaurants, several department stores, and a thriving entertainment business. 
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Additionally the schools in the area contributed to building Peabody High School (now a specialized school) into a 
competition with Taylor Allderdice High School in Squirrel Hill for best Pittsburgh Public high school. Many famous 
graduates who have starred in movies, dance and even writing novels.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. My home town East LibertyBy H. Brashthis is where I grew up and I know every street and many buildings; 
some long gone since I was a child in the forties. I learned so much that I did not know even though I grew up there. 
Many mansions were still in existance when I roamed that part of the city. I loved it and plan to buy more books on 
Pittsburgh.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great pictures and readingBy susanWonderful pictures 
and information. This will surely bring you back in time.You'll love it if you grew up there !

Pittsburghs East Liberty Valley originally consisted of lush hunting grounds used by many Native American groups. 
In the 1700s, British general John Forbes instructed George Washington to build a military road from Fort Ligonier 
through the East Liberty Valley to the forks of the Ohio River. In 1758, Forbes traveled this widened trail, first named 
for him, now known as Penn Avenue. Many plantations were established after the Revolution, and the village grew, 
with its tollhouse and taverns serving stagecoaches and Conestoga wagons en route to Pittsburgh. By the 20th century, 
East Liberty was one of the wealthiest suburbs in America. Many famous firsts occurred here, including the building 
of the nations first gasoline service station and the founding of the National Negro Opera Company. The area also 
boasts many famous residents, including Billy Eckstine, Erroll Garner, Gene Kelly, Dick Powell, and Lillian Russell. 
Through vintage photographs, Pittsburghs East Liberty Valley salutes the areas rich history.

Title: Plan in works to celebrate East Liberty's historyAuthor: Patricia LowryPublisher: Pittsburgh Post-GazetteDate: 
2/17/2009As with most Pittsburgh neighborhoods, we think of East Liberty as a distinct place with finite boundaries. 
But the East Liberty Valley is something broader and more amorphous, an undulating plain between the hills of 
Stanton Heights and Highland Park that encompasses not only East Liberty but also Morningside and the Highland 
Park neighborhood, as well as parts of Shadyside, Bloomfield and Friendship.The valley's history is being championed 
by the East End/East Liberty Historical Society and the East Liberty Quarter Chamber of Commerce, both in a book 
published last year and a new effort to use history to attract visitors to the community."We want to host a major event 
in East Liberty in 2010 to commemorate the whole valley," said Paul Brecht, director of the chamber.Two years ago, 
the historical society and the chamber teamed to produce a tour of historical points of interest in the valley. The 2010 
initiative -- the date has no special significance -- also will include a tour, but the two groups are soliciting other ideas 
for ways to recognize and celebrate the neighborhood.Tomorrow from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., the public is invited to bring 
suggestions to a wine-and-cheese gathering at 200 N. Highland Ave. Guests also will be able to view rare books and 
historic photographs and postcards related to the community."Pittsburgh's East Liberty Valley," an Arcadia Publishing 
book written by historical society members, documents the community from the days of earliest settlement.Some of 
the first land patents had names that still echo on the landscape, such as Heth's Delight and Lemmington. Jacob Negley 
laid out the village of East Liberty in 1817, with the intersection of Penn and Frankstown avenues at its heart.The book 
also documents many historic homes and streets, businesses and bridges, churches and schools; some of the notable 
men and women raised there and the massive demolition of urban renewal and creation of the pedestrian mall. It ends 
on a bright note, with Mayor Richard Caliguiri driving a horse-drawn wagon to celebrate the reopening of Penn 
Avenue to traffic in 1986. Too bad he never lived to see the demise of the high-rise that straddled Penn, a building he 
once said he'd like to drive a bulldozer through.Brecht said the first printing of "Pittsburgh's East Liberty Valley" -- 
4,000 copies -- sold out in less than a month; it's good news that it's again widely available.About the AuthorThe East 
End/East Liberty Historical Society compiled this work from its archives and the collections of local organizations and 
residents. 


