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Marci Spencer, James G. Lewis : Pisgah National Forest: A History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Pisgah National Forest: A History: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book with a lot of interesting historical factsBy agp48Great 
book with a lot of interesting historical facts. As an avid hiker in the Pisgah Forest, reading this book by Marci 
Spencer has shed a lot of light on various artifacts found within the forest and provided a valuable insight into how this 
very special place was created and conserved over the years. I would highly recommend this book to all of those who 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1626196346


want to know why Western North Carolina is such a highly visited location and an area of such great beauty.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Floyd WilbanksGreat1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Pisgah National Forest: A History, the Ideal Guide to PisgahBy Christopher BlakeMarci Spencer's 
book on Pisgah National Forest, like her previous one on Clingman's Dome in the Smokys, both informs and entertains 
while her love for her subject conveys energy sufficient to propel the most confirmed of couch potatoes out into this 
unique American forest. Her history documents the birth of forest management in these three districts of Pisgah and 
the influence of key figures such as Gifford Pinchot and Dr. Carl Schenck and the Vanderbilts. Spencer details the 
introduction of forestry into the area, the logging operations, and threats posed by humans to the forest such as the 
introduction of invasive species. Her book is a naturalists's field guide, an historian's tour, and an ode of joy to this 
unparalleled landscape--basically the US Forest Service lands surrounding Asheville. Her energized prose turns the 
story of Pisgah into a living outdoors classroom as she urges her readers to go see for themselves..The color photo 
section is especially remarkable for its series of images of the November 2013 wildfire on Tablerock Mountain, 
though these startling pictures are wel- balanced against numerous shots of the public at recreation in Pisgah with its 
rarest natural products such as Oconee Bell flowers and the obligatory black bears.Max Patch, Roan Mountain, 
Grandfather, the Pink Beds, Linville Gorge and Wilson Creek, Marci Spencer has touched all the bases in this lively 
and informative book.

When George Vanderbilt constructed the Biltmore House, he hired forester Gifford Pinchot and, later, Dr. Carl A. 
Schenck to manage his forests. Over 80,000 of his woodland acres became the home of America's first forestry school 
and the heart of the East's first national forest formed under the Weeks Act. Now comprising more than 500,000 acres, 
Pisgah National Forest holds a vast history and breathtaking natural scenery. The forest sits in the heart of the southern 
Appalachians and includes Linville Gorge, Catawba Falls, Wilson Creek Wild and Scenic River, Roan Mountain, Max 
Patch, Shining Rock Wilderness and Mount Pisgah. Author and naturalist Marci Spencer treks through the human, 
political and natural history that has formed Pisgah National Forest.

About the AuthorAfter retiring as a nurse practitioner, Marci earned her certificate as a North Carolina environmental 
educator and a Blue Ridge naturalist. She is the author of Clingman's Dome: Highest Mountain in the Great Smokies, " 
and a soon-to-be released children's book based on a true story, called "Potluck Message Delivered: The Great Smoky 
Mountains are Saved!" She was a 2012 and 2013 finalist in a local publisher's short story contest. Dr. James G. Lewis, 
with the Forest History Society of Durham, North Carolina, a non-profit educational institution connecting people with 
the forest, is the editor of the organization's journal, Forest History Today, and co-edits their blog, "Peeling Back the 
Bark." A graduate of Florida State University with a PhD in U.S. history, Dr. Lewis specializes in the history of the 
U.S. Forest Service and authored "The Forest Service and the Greatest Good: A Centennial History." 


