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Richard F. Burton : Personal Narrative of a Pilgrimage to al-Madinah Meccah. 2 Vols.  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Personal Narrative of a Pilgrimage to al-
Madinah Meccah. 2 Vols.: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Insights into the Middle EastBy wacBurton discloses the secrets of 
Meccah, describing the rituals, ceremonies, and cultural world of the Pilgrimage. He overlooks little and describes in 
detail what the nature of life is like in that area. Not surprisingly, what he reveals is relevant to issues current today, 
unchanged and perhaps intensified by actions from and to the region by outside nations. Tribal and religious beliefs do 
not appear to have changed much in the intervening years. Reading the work is a labor, for he uses archaic descriptive 
words and writes with a articulate shorthand, sometimes requiring a re-read to get the sense of his intention. He has a 
wonderfully good nature towards often difficult situations and a keen sense of the absurd which he express's with a 
humorous yet discerning eye. I cannot but like the man, respect his quest and bless him for writing it all down.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. JamesBy JamesRichard Burton was genius! In this book he adroitly details 
his journey to Mecca. Death awaited him if the Arabs discovered he was an Infidel. He details the characteristic and 
customs of the tribes he met along the way. The mere fact that Richard, a Brit, could pass himself off as an Arab is 
amazing. Not only he had to look the part but speak without accent, be aware of the customs, eat the food, and 
differentiate between the Arabian dialects. As his journey wore one, he passed through dead towns and comments on 
the geography and geology along the trail.Richard Burton is not too well known here in the US; however, you might 
read other adventurous journeys of Richard, they all will hold your interest.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Read after Vol. OneBy B. PockerThe continuation of Sir Richard Burton's travels through the Islamic world of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0018XMVZK


the past. He describes the world, centuries gone, which some wish to re-create. If you have any interest in the subject, 
there is no finer reporter. This is not a current view of the Islamic world. Burton took his trip over 150 years ago, 
before there the industrial revolution had affected this region. It is a really exciting and interesting first-person account 
of his travels.


