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David Ewing Duncan : Pedaling the Ends of the Earth  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Pedaling the Ends of the Earth: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 80s World Bike Tour Interesting ReadBy perrymasonaryInteresting 
book documenting four young cyclists travel across selected countries around the world. The claimed purpose of the 
tour was to raise awareness for Project HOPE, a health care foundation. The tour took place in the early 1980s and it 
would be interesting to compare those same counteries today--that is whether they have changed for better or worse. 
The author tells of several countries the expedition could not visit, such as China at the time and Tibet.The author 
gives interesting descriptions of the countries visited, people encounters and varied living conditions. Since this 
adventure was very pre-Internet it is interesting to read about the adventure. With the advent of the Internet these 
cyclists could have been reporting daily if this tour occurred today and would have probably been more prepared for 
each upcoming destination.I gave the book 3 stars as it does not really appear this was 100% for charity and more to 
raise money to support the expedition and profit on a book aftewards. Also that was a bit too much griping like 
Lovett's book documenting his cross country journey.Comparing this book to Where the Pavement Ends, author Erika 
Warmbrunn traveling solo was a much better prepared traveler although her adventure was almost 20 years later. 
Warmbrunn also tells the reader more about her journey than personal feelings.Still for anyone contemplating a 
cycling adventure, this book is a good read to give insight into what such an experience can be like and provide the 
reader with advice on how to prepare for such an adventure.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 80s 
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From School Library JournalYA In December 1981 David Duncan, accompanied by his brother and a friend, set off 
on a "global bikeathon" to raise funds for the international world health organization, Project Hope. By the time the 
three returned home, more than a year later, they had covered 14,000 miles and traveled through 19 nationsmost of 
them Third World countries of the Middle East, Asia and Africa. It is unfortunate that the book has no map of their 
trip. Pedaling the Ends of the Earth is Duncan's brutally honest account of the events of the journey and his reactions 
to what he experienced. What began as a "grand adventure" soon became the reality of dealing with dirt, bad food, 
chronic dysentery, poor or nonexistent roads and heat so intense that it melted bicycle tires. The travelers observed 
first hand the dangers of military action in the Middle East and while in Manila sensed the growing unrest against the 
Marcos government. Living in hostels, cheap hotels and communes, the three came into close contact with the people, 
and in many ways the book is reminiscent of William L. Heat Moon's Blue Highways (Atlantic, 1983). A fascinating 
account of an exceptional journey. Marlene M. Kuhl, Baltimore County Public LibraryCopyright 1986 Reed Business 
Information, Inc. 


