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David Kaufman : Peachtree Creek: A Natural and Unnatural History of Atlanta's Watershed  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Peachtree Creek: A Natural and Unnatural 
History of Atlanta's Watershed: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. All of the above and moreBy Fletcher LokeyI grew up on Peachtree 
Creek in the fifties and sixties, on Woodward Way. So of course I was interested in this book. And the interest turned 
out to be much more than just the chapters about my own neighborhood. I affirm that the other reviews say the right 
good things about about it, I just want to add something. The author is a good writer, plain and simple. I don't know 
how to describe it, if I could I would be a good writer myself, I guess. The best I can say is that I found myself 
thinking, "This guy is not only taking me to interesting places, showing me interesting things, I'm enjoying a pleasant 
and comfortable ride." That aspect adds a lot to any book. Enjoy it for yourself.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Learn about Atlanta's Peachtree Creek !By wdwerkerIt was great to read about the creek I played in 
when I was a boy. Great pictures too!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Peachtree Creek: A Natural 
Unnatural History of Atlanta's WatershedBy S. H. TowheyFor lovers of Atlanta and Georgia history this is a must 
have book. Certainly more than "a coffee table" book. It is full of interesting facts and fabulous photos. The author is 
to be commended on his research.

In 1990 David Kaufman decided to explore Peachtree Creek from its headwaters to its confluence with the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0820329290


Chattahoochee River. For thirteen years he paddled the creek, photographed it, and researched its history as the 
Atlanta area's major watershed. The result is Peachtree Creek, a compelling mix of urban travelogue, local history, and 
call for conservation. Historical images and Kaufman's evocative color photographs help capture the creek's many 
faces, past and present.Most Atlantans only glimpse Peachtree Creek briefly, as they pass over it on their daily 
commute, if at all. Looking down on the creek from Piedmont or Peachtree Roads, few contemplate how it courses 
through the city, where it originates and flows to. Fewer still-many fewer-would ever consider paddling down it, with 
its pollution and flash floods.Through his expeditions down Peachtree Creek and its five tributariesNorth Fork, South 
Fork, Clear Creek, Nancy Creek, and Tanyard CreekKaufman takes readers through such places as Piedmont and 
Chastain Parks, which, aside from the polluted water, are beautiful, even bucolic. Other stretches of creek, like those 
draining Midtown and Atlantic Station, are channeled into massive culverts and choked with discarded waste from the 
city. One day, floating past the Bobby Jones Golf Course, he surprises a golfer searching for his stray ball along the 
creek bank; another he spends talking to a homeless man living under a bridge near Buckhead.Kaufman reveals 
fascinating aspects of Atlanta by examining how Peachtree Creek shaped and was shaped by the history of the area. 
Street names like Moore's Mill Road and Howell Mill Road take on new meaning. He explains the dynamics of water 
run off that cause the creek to go from a trickle to a torrent in a matter of hours. Kaufman asks how a waterway that 
was once people's source of water, power, and livelihood became, at its worst, an open sewer and flooding hazard. 
Portraying some of our worst mishandling of the environment, Kaufman suggests ways to a more sustainable 
stewardship of Peachtree Creek.

Kaufman's original perspective, as a traveler along the urban creek that is now hidden to most Atlantans, helps connect 
the past to the present through facts, stories, and legends about this natural lifeline. This book will serve as an 
excellent tool to educate the community about the importance of our rivers and their tributaries throughout history and 
in the present time. (Sally Bethea Executive Director of the Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper)This is a beautiful 
account of a tenacious journey through space and time. Kaufman has given an environmentalist's testimony entwined 
intimately with a historical lesson about Atlanta's development. He captures the tragedy and the poignancy of a 
watershed clinging to its identity within a civilization gone mindless. Read it to reawaken a sense of reverence and 
wonder for nature's resilience. (Ray Anderson Chairman of Interface, Inc., and Executive Board member of the 
Georgia Conservancy)A compelling mix of urban travelogue, local history and call for conservation . . . reveals 
fascinating aspects of Atlanta. . . . Peachtree Creek is chock full of history and beautiful photography. What an 
accomplishment! (McCormick Messenger)About the AuthorDavid R. Kaufman, a telecommunications technology 
strategist, graduated from Georgia Institute of Technology with a BME in mechanical engineering. Kaufman was part 
of a 1992 expedition to Greenland to recover a group of WWII aircraft. Some of his photographs and journal entries 
were published in The Lost Squadron, a book about that trip. 


