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Andrew Delahunty : Oxford Dictionary of Foreign Words and Phrases (Oxford Quick Reference)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Oxford Dictionary of Foreign 
Words and Phrases (Oxford Quick Reference): 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. A Handy Reference for WritersBy Margaret LangstaffWhile not as 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199543682


comprehensive as I would have hoped, this dictionary of the more commonly used foreign words and phrases in 
English writing and conversation today is helpful on many counts. With the Oxford Press imprimatur, one can be 
certain the scholarship is sound and authoritative and the book is well organized, of a handy size and easy to use. 
Unlike many paperback references, it is printed on good paper, the type is crisp and clear and of a good size (no 
squinting required!). Physically the book is reader friendly and "built" to hold up under frequent/frantic flipping and 
searching(i.e., under the pressure of "deadline rush"). Overall, a worthy purchase and a nice addition to any 
hardworking wordsmith's reference shelf.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good, but see my 
reviewBy Patrick LaughlinThis is a helpful book probably the best of the lot. My 3 star rating is because I felt there 
were far, far too many references to dance, opera, classical music. I would assume that aficionados in these would 
already know these terms. And some definitions were incomplete. For example, panga, in Mexico, is a small open boat 
with an outboard motor and paseo also means a pass or a road. But my biggest gripe is the pronunciation guide, which 
is a series of symbols that may be meaningful for a linguist, but just requires a constant, pain-in-the-butt referral to the 
front of the book to find out what they mean. Can't the "sh" sound just be "sh" instead of some funny icon. Other 
dictionaries have few of these strange icons.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Luis 
Guillermo Horna GonzalesVery good dictionary

If foreign words and phrases are your "bete noire," here is a superb reference that covers more than 6,000 foreign 
words and phrases commonly used in English, drawn from some forty languages, from Afrikaans to Turkish. Readers 
will find clear definitions of words such as "fandango," "futon," "falsetto," "basmati," and many other words that 
appear in everyday speech as well as in musical direction, the arts, food, medicine, science, literature and belles-
lettres. The entries are browsable, but also authoritative, with detailed information on each word or phrase, including 
any alternative spellings, the date of the word's introduction into English, its language of origin, its definition, and 
notes on usage and other points of interest. New full-page feature panels provide fascinating extra information on 
language borrowing, including how specific languages have influenced particular areas of English. This new edition 
includes up-to-date coverage of words that have entered the English language in the 21st Century, including 
"bruschetta," "pashmina," and "galactico," and an appendix that lists words by country.

from previous edition: "frightfully good value. Clarifies those little words and letters that so often puzzle" --Express"a 
delight to peruse" --Toby Lichtig, Times Literary SupplementAbout the AuthorAndrew Delahunty is a freelance 
lexicographer who has authored and contributed to a wide range of dictionary and reference works. 


